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Part A: Qur'an MS 18 in the Astan-i Quds Library in Mashhad
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Foreword

“The relics of our ancient Islamic culture call for serious engagement by Muslim
scholars around the world. Apare from theie inherent value 25 historcal objects,

e s bl i dreligi
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the Qur'an codices in various Hijaziand
S e e R e
been preaccupied in secent decades to examine crieally the tradidonal accounrs
lof thel Quan's codificainn, methorheal and examination of ancient
‘manuscripts can provide substantial derails about the transmission of the Qur'in
and shed light on the early history of this divine scriprure.

Codex Mashhad (Mushaf al-Mashbad al-Radawi) consists of 252 Qur'anic folios
from two manuscripts (No. 18 and No. 4116) preserved in the Astin-i Quds
Library (Mashhad, Iran). Though arguably the most comprehensive Qur'anic
codex in Hijazt script from the first century AH, it has yet to be adequately
recognized among scholars of Quran, Muslim and non-Muslim alike. While
textual, orthographic, and paleographic analyses place the codex in the second half.
of the first century AH, radiocarbon tests places it between 40 and 140 AHY 661
and 785. Therefore, this codex should be considered among the most significant
Quranic documents remaining from the first century, providing unique insights
ino the early history of scribal production and reading variations of the Quran.

The Alulbayt Islamic Heritage Institute has spent decades acquiring, editing,
and printing major works of classical Shia scholarship. It is now a matter of
great honor that with the release of this book, the instifure s contributing to
a fiesh perspective on the history of the Holy Quran. Along with an exquisite
facsimile edition of the Quranic codex, this book provides an extensive study ofits
codicological features such as orthography, readings, verse counting, etc., as well
25 2 derailed introduction to the history of the codex itself.

Twould like to thank Dr. Morteza Karimi-Nia for locating these two manuscripts
and for doing the exhaustive investigation that brought this Qur'anic codex and
it facsimile reproduction to light. T would also like to extend my gratitude to the
directors of the Astin-i Quds Library for their cooperation and for giving us the

to photograph the ipts, conduct Iaboratory experi and
ulu.mztelv publish this copy of the Noble Qur'an.

W pray that God vil i ing the truth of the Holy Qurn,
and hope that the effort would be of help to scholars of Quran across the world.

Jawad al-Shahrestani
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